
On June 26, Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus board mem-
bers elected Mary Babbitt and Bill  Goodman to serve as 
Co-Presidents for the upcoming year. Mary and Bill  took 
the time to respond to some questions about their involve-
ment with Sister City and their visions for our future:

How did each of you get involved in Sister City of 
Lynchburg-Plus and why?

Bill: I have been continuously involved in international 
service and projects since leaving Rockbridge County, Vir-
ginia at the age of 22. Over a decade ago, I was a member 
of the steering committee which initiated the Lynchburg 
Sister City program. I got involved because I saw Sister 
City as a non-governmental, non-profit organization of 
grassroots citizens promoting international cultural under-
standing and people-to-people exchanges for the purpose of 
creating friendships and understanding among peoples of 
different countries and cultures. 

Mary: Compared to others on the Board, I am a new-
comer to Lynchburg and to Lynchburg Sister City. Before 
moving to Lynchburg in 1993, I was an active volunteer in 
Richmond and continued that here in Lynchburg. Before 
Sister City, I volunteered with the Lynchburg Museum Sys-
tem working as a docent at Point of Honor where I man-
aged the gift shop for five years and served on their Board. 
I joined the Sister City board in June, 2004 and have served 
as secretary since August of that year. I actually first be-
came involved with Sister City in 1999 when Pat Doyle 
asked me to host two ladies from Rueil. One of those ladies 
and her family have subsequently become close friends of 

my husband Terry 
and mine (see 
Newsletter, Win-
ter 2006).

Bi l l , would 
you share some of 
the highlights of the 
last ten years with Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus?

Bill: There have been so many high points, but cer-
tainly the establishment of the sister city relationship 
with Rueil-Malmaison and the signing ceremonies in 
Rueil on the grounds of Chateau Malmaison and in  
Lynchburg at Poplar Forest in 1996 were most memora-
ble occasions. They were the beginning of what is now a 
decade-long relationship which has seen many ex-
changes between us. We have had exchanges of city offi -
cials, students, artists, chefs, firemen, sports teams, busi-
nessmen, and of course ÒtouristsÓ from both cities.

What about the future for Lynchburg Sister City?
Mary: I am very excited about the future of Sister 

City in Lynchburg. We have a strong relationship with 
our sister city, Rueil-Malmaison, France, as well as with 
our prospective sister city, Glauchau, Germany. My goal 
in the coming year is to increase awareness of Sister City 
in our community and get more people involved. I would 
like to see more involvement by the corporate commu-
nity, as well. There are great opportunities here for im-
proving international relations and increasing economic 
development. (see Leaders, page 3)

Culminating a long 
search for a German 
Sister City, Manfred 
Mibus was encouraged 
by the American Con-
sul in Leipzig to con-
sider the city of 
Gl auchau. M i bus, 
along with  Bill  and 
M artha Goodman, 
made an initial  visit in 
the fall of  2004, and a 
group from Glauchau 
visited Lynchburg in 

Summer, 2005. Both groups liked each other from the be-
ginning, and the visits culminated in a student exchange to 
Glauchau, by six students from E. C. Glass and Heritage. 
John Paul Malec, Ria Fyffe, Meredith Haskins, Karl Speer, 

Daniel Harner, and Jeremy Dunn, along with chaperones 
Mrs. Beth Dunn and Mrs. Lynne Malec, visited Glauchau 
from April  12-25. Chaperone Beth Dunn has written a 
glowing report of her trip.

ÒIn April  a group of six students and two parents 
traveled to East Germany for a two week visit to our 
Sister City, Glauchau. This lovely town is in the state of 
Saxony. I was one of the parents privileged to go on that 
wonderful trip.

Traveling four hours from Frankfurt to our home 
away from home we were interested in the sites. The 
countryside was luscious and green with large wind gen-
erators along the autobahn.  They appeared as some alien 
creatures from a sci-fi movie.  There were deer stands 
quite often, and in the distance, we could see the rooftops 
and steeples from the villages we passed (see Students, 
page 3).

 News
 

Summer 2006

Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus Newsletter Volume 6, Issue 2 Summer 2006

New Leadership for Lynchburg Sister City

Glauchau Extends Warm Welcome to Lynchburg Students
by Manfred Mibus and Beth Dunn

www.lynchburgsistercity.org

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:

New
Leadership

for 
Sister City of

Lynchburg-Plus

Report 
on 

StudentsÕ
Glauchau Visit 

Election
of 

New Board
Members

Sister City
and

The Rotary Club

Upcoming
Events

April 12: The students, with two parents as 
chaperones, prepare to leave for 
Glauchau from the Lynchburg Airport

Mary Babbitt and Bill Goodman



 The annual election of new board members and 
officers was held on June 26. New board members are 
as follows:
 Barbara Batchelder, who moved to Lynchburg in 
1992 and is a graduate of Lynchburg College. Barbara 
provides independent computer consulting services and 
is also an instructor at Miller-Motte Technical College. 
She is using her computer skills to publish the newslet-
ter and update the Sister City website, and will  also 
serve as Treasurer for the upcoming year. Barbara re-
marked, ÒI think Sister City is a very worthwhile pur-
suit and am excited to be a part of it.Ó
 Lynn Dodge, a long-time resident of Lynchburg 
and Director of the Department of Libraries and Muse-
ums of the City of Lynchburg. Lynn, an E. C. Glass 
graduate, earned her B.A. in History from Meredith 
College and a Masters in Library Science from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  She has 
served in leadership positions for the Virginia Library 
Association and Library of VirginiaÕs Library Services 
and Technology Act Council. A past board member of 
the Greater Lynchburg Transit Company, Lynn was 
recognized as a ÒWoman of AchievementÓ by the 
YWCA.  She enjoys traveling and learning about other 
cultures.
 Steven “Brad” Ferguson, a Lynchburg native 
and a 1971 graduate of E. C. Glass High School. He 
continued his education at Central Virginia Community 
College and Virginia Tech. He has been with the 
Lynchburg Fire and EMS Department for thirty years 
and is the CityÕs current Fire Chief. Brad says ÒI hope 
to bring some excitement to Sister City and like to 
travel, and hope to help others with trips abroad.Ó 
 Dana Wright, a 10-year employee with the City 
of Lynchburg, who serves as the Youth Planner with

Youth and Prevention Services, and also works as a 
youth counselor for a group home. Dana received her 
undergraduate degree in Psychology from Pfeiffer Col-
lege, and completed her graduate work in Counseling at 
Liberty University. Dana says, ÒI look forward to work-
ing with Sister City and hopefully helping the youth in 
our community to become more aware of other cul-
tures.Ó

Mari White Smallshaw, our Past President, will  be 
serving as secretary for the upcoming year. Others  con-
tinuing to serve on the Board are Frank Britt, Martha 
Faesi, Marjette Glass, Pegeen Griessmayer, Tom 
Johnson, Hugh Jones, Maryvonne LaParlière, Scott 
Robert, and Françoise Watts.

Our Appreciation to Past Board Members
The following individuals are leaving the Board, 

and we wish to acknowledge and thank them for their 
contributions to Sister City: Meg Cosby, who served  as 
secretary, then treasurer; Diane Garber, who was editor 
of the newsletter and treasurer; Christine Kennedy, 
vice president who helped the board with several Òstra-
tegic planning sessionsÓ; and,  Kathy Pumphrey who 
helped us with fundraising. We would also like to ac-
knowledge the contributions of Buddy and Sarah 
Martinette. As Lynchburg Fire Chief, Buddy was in-
volved with several fire fighter exchanges, and he and 
Sarah, together, worked on homestays.

 As we celebrate our 10th Anniversary of sisterhood 
with Rueil-Malmaison and prepare to welcome visitors 
from our new sister city Glauchau, we want to ac-
knowledge one of our major sponsors.
 The Rotary Club has been supportive of  Sister City 
from the beginning, contributing $500 or more a year 
over the last 10 years. Rotarians have provided leader-
ship serving as officers and Board members of Sister 
City of Lynchburg-Plus. Current board members Mar-
jette Glass, Frank Britt,  Manfred Mibus, and Bill 
Goodman are all members of the Lynchburg Rotary 
Club as are former board members Kathy Pumphrey 
and Dave Bowen. The ever popular Rotary fundraiser 
CafŽ Bon Ami held at the annual Kaleidoscope Art 
Show was begun to help Sister City financially.
 The Lynchburg Rotary Club established a Òsister 
clubÓ relationship with the Rotary Club of Rueil-
Malmaison, a relationship which has existed for ten 
years, with visits from Rotarians in both cities. When  

the Sister City proclamation was signed in Rueil in 
1996, the Rotary Club there was well represented and 
helped with the expenses of the reception for our 
Lynchburg High School String Orchestra, which partici-
pated in the signing at City Hall and performed a mar-
velous and well-received concert in the prestigious Con-
servatoire. This Fall we hope to welcome the Mayor of 
Rueil, Monsieur Jacques Ollier, as well as Madame 
Louise Baumel, the widow of former mayor, Jacques 
Baumel, both honorary Rotarians.

The motto of Rotary ÒService Above SelfÓ could 
very well be the motto of Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus. 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, who launched Sister 
City with his Òpeople-to-peopleÓ concept in 1956, de-
scribed the value of affiliations between the citizens of 
cities throughout the world:

ÒThe Sister Cities program is an important resource 
to the negotiations of governments in letting the people 
themselves give expression of their common desire for 
friendship, goodwill and cooperation for a better world 
for all.Ó
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Leaders (continued from page one)
Bill: We are in the process of adding 
Glauchau, Germany in Saxony as our second 
European sister city. We have had three dele-
gations from Glauchau to visit Lynchburg, 
and a delegation from Lynchburg visited 
Glauchau in 2004, followed by a student 
delegation this past Spring. We are hoping 
the Mayor of Glauchau will  lead a delegation 
to Lynchburg this Fall for an official signing. 
Also, we are planning to host a group of high 
school students from Glauchau who will 
spend two weeks getting acquainted with 
Lynchburg and its surrounding attractions. 
They will  have home stays and get to know 
American and Virginian customs from expe-
rience, not from books.

Any other thoughts you wish to share?
Mary: I believe the opportunity for indi-

viduals to get to know citizens of another 
country, not as tourists, but as friends, is ex-
tremely important. Because we stay in private 
homes, we get to know people and their ways 
of life in a way no ordinary tourist ever can.

Bill: We need to continue to do what we 
have so well over the years and build on our 
past successes, involving the citizens of 
Lynchburg and the surrounding areas in un-
forgettable international experiences--right 
here in River City and abroad.

We look forward to a rewarding and suc-
cessful year with our new leaders!

As we celebrate our tenth anniversary of 
sisterhood with Rueil-Malmaison, we would 
like to acknowledge those who have consis-
tently supported our organization during this 
time.

Randolph-Macon Woman’s College has 
provided meeting space as well as reception 
halls for social events. In addition, when visi-
tors came from Rueil-Malmaison, a dinner was 
held at the home of Kathleen Bowman, then 
president of R-MWC.

Rose Computer continues to host our web-
site which allows us to provide information to 
members and other online visitors about Sister 
City.

Students (continued from Page 1)
We w er e 

wel comed to 
Glauchau with a 
luncheon party; 
meeting the stu-
dentÕs host fami-
lies and many of 
the people who 
would be our 
hosts and guides 
for the following 
days. We were led away to rest for the many 
activities that would follow.

We met many lovely, friendly Germans 
who guided us as we toured the sites.  The 

Count and Countess von 
Schoenburg took us to 
their family castles 
which have become mu-
seums since the war. 
Easter Sunday in Ger-
many was especially 
meaningful. We went 
first to a service at the 
parish Catholic Church,  
and then were taken wa-
ter rafting on the Mulde 

River, a traditional activity on this holiday.  
We toured Konigstein Castle and Historic 
Dresden. To us, it is unbelievable how much 
of this bombed city has been rebuilt since 
reunification. The students visited a private 
school one day, a technical school/college on 
another and participated in classes in the lo-
cal high school on yet another day. The mu-
seums and historic visits were numerous and 
the host families took students to visit other 
cities and sites on their own. Several German 
students joined our activities for the duration 
of our time.

We were guests at a meeting with the 
Rotary Club and had a tour of the Volks-

wagen Factory, a major industry. One 
memorable meeting took place in the coun-
cil chambers with the Mayor of Glauchau 
and our US Consulate Mark Wenig who 
traveled from Leipzing to meet our students. 
The Lions Club met with the students and 
treated them to a night of bowling.

We were able to experience for ourselves 
how life in Germany differs from here in 
Lynchburg. Very little is wasted; from food, 
to recyclables, to time. Our food was so 
fresh. The meat came from the local butcher 
and rolls from the bakery. Most of the stu-
dents ride their bikes as a means of transpor-
tation, and light rain does not deter most 
outdoor activities. We would love to know 
how many miles we walked. As one of our 

new f r i ends 
said, ÒGermany 
is a f i tness 
c l ub ! Ó T he 
homes were 
bui l t side-by-
side lining the 
narrow streets 
adorned wi th 
lovely f lower 

boxes. Most of the buildings were refur-
bished and painted in pleasing colors, al-
though they shared a common style of tile 
roof.

As I reflect on the experiences of my 
time in Germany, I have trouble putting my 
thoughts into words. We visited among peo-
ple who have experi-
enced tragic times in 
their history; some 
escaping to the West 
and now living once 
again in the East, or 
those whose families 
lived through the 
Òformer timesÓ as 
they would say when 

t hey w er e 
ruled by the 
Soviet gov-
ernment. The 
streets and 
many of the 
buildings are 
much older 
than our coun-
try. Some of 
those we met told us their stories and shared 
how they have persevered. We learned much 
about their way of life and realized that we 
take many of our liberties for granted here in 
America.

Only by entering their culture and making 
friends and experiencing life with our new 
friends could we learn as we did. The German 
students we met are anxious to visit us here in 
Lynchburg and live in our culture and experi-
ence life as we know it. Their exchange visit is 
scheduled for Fall 2006. We can learn so much 
from each other.Ó

We look forward to this Fall when we ex-
pect to receive the Mayor of Glauchau and 
recognize our new sister city with an official 
public signing ceremony and celebration.

(Thanks to Karl Speer and Bill  Goodman 
for providing the photos for this article.)
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Karl Speer (lower left) with his 
host family, the Pausers

Below: Lynchburg students visit natural 
history museum with their new friends

In Grateful Appreciation

Visiting Amerika, a mining town 

Left: A visit to Dresdner Zwinger, a 
palace built in 1711 for Augustus II, 
now a museum

Count von Schoenburg

Three a.m.: leaving to return home
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Board of Directors Meeting - September 18 
(Randolph-Macon WomanÕs College)

Glauchau Student Delegation Arriving October 8
A delegation of 12 high school students and two teachers is coming to 
Lynchburg for a two-week visit. During their stay, the students will attend 
school and live with local host families. 

Lynchburg Making Plans to Host Glauchau Mayor
We are making plans to host the mayor of our newest sister city Glauchau, 
Germany, and will celebrate with an official public signing ceremony. Dates 
are still being worked out, but the visit should take place next year.

Rueil Delegation to Visit Lynchburg 
October 20th - 24th
Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus will be welcoming a delegation of 13 visitors 
from Rueil-Malmaison that will include M. Bernard Chevallier, Directeur du 
Musee National du Chateau de Malmaison and Conservateur General du 
Patrimonie, and Mme Louise Baumel, wife of the late mayor. Several activi-
ties are being planned, some of which will be for Sister City members only, 
so if youÕre not a member, nowÕs the time to join or renew your membership!

We Need Your Help!
We are seeking individuals interested in helping to plan and organize these 
events. If you, or someone you know, are interested in being a part of these 
exciting exchanges, please contact Mary Babbitt at 384-0959 or 
mcpbab@yahoo.com or Bill Goodman at 384-1937 or 
wmgoodman1@adelphia.net.

Upcoming Events

YES! I/WE WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF LYNCHBURG SISTER CITY-PLUS!

Enclosed is my TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION. Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

(Corporate) $2,000, $500, or $250 !       (Patron) $100 !       (Family) $35 !     (Individual) $25 !      (Student) $15 !     Please renew my membership !

Name: _____________________________________________________________  Telephone: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you like to receive the Sister City newsletter by: ! E-mail    ! Postal Mail    ! Both   E-mail: ___________________________________________________

Please make check payable to:  I am interested in:     ! Italy     ! France    !  Germany     ! Other _________________________________

 Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus     I would be interested in helping with the following committee(s):

 Barbara Batchelder, Treasurer  ! Arts & Exchange ! Public Relations !  Fund Raising  !  Schools/Education   ! Exchanges

 PO Box 3104   ! Sports  !  Internships !  Youth Programs  ! Hospitality    ! Business

 Lynchburg VA 24503   ! Membership ! Homestay !  Interpreters 
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