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New Leadership foyhchburg Sister City

On June26, SisterCity of Lynchbug-Plusboardmem
bers electedMary Babbitt and Bill Goodmanto serveas
Co-Presidentgor the upcomingyear Mary and Bill took
the time to respondto somequestionsabouttheir involve-
ment with Sister City and their visions for our future:

How did each of you get involved in Sister City of
Lynchbug-Plus and why?

Summer 2006

my husbandrerry
and mine (see
Newsletter Win-
ter 2006).

Bill, would
you share someof
the highlights of the

1 :I-.
Mary Babbitt and Bill Goodman

Bill: | have beencontinuouslyinvolved in international 1ast ten years with Sister City oftichbug-Plus?

serviceand projectssinceleaving RockbridgeCounty Vir-

Bill: Therehavebeenso many high points, but cer

ginia at the ageof 22. Overa decadeago,| wasa member tainly the establishmenif the sister city relationship

f the steeringcommitteewhich initiated the Lynchbug

Sister City program.| got involved becausd saw Sister
City as a non-governmentalnhon-profit organization of
grassroot<itizens promoting internationalcultural under
standingandpeople-to-peoplexchangesor the purposeof
creatingfriendshipsand understandingamong peoplesof
different countries and cultures.

Mary: Comparedto otherson the Board,| am a new
comerto Lynchbug andto Lynchbug SisterCity. Before
movingto Lynchbug in 1993,1 wasan active volunteerin
Richmondand continuedthat herein Lynchbug. Before
SisterCity, | volunteeredvith the Lynchbug MuseumSys
tem working as a docentat Point of Honor wherel man
agedthe gift shopfor five yearsandservedon their Board.
| joinedtheSisterCity boardin June,2004andhaveserved
as secretarysince August of that year | actually first be-
cameinvolved with Sister City in 1999 when Pat Doyle
askedmeto hosttwo ladiesfrom Rueil. Oneof thoseladies

and her family have subsequently become close friendszfgrl‘(0

with Rueil-Malmaisonand the signing ceremoniesin
Rueil on the grounds of ChateauMalmaison and in
Lynchbug at PoplarForestin 1996 were mostmemora
ble occasionsTheywerethe beginningof whatis now a
decade-longrelationship which has seen many ex
changedetweerus.We havehadexchangesf city offi-
cials, studentsartists,chefs,firemen,sportsteams busk
nessmen, and of course OtouristsO from both cities.

What about the futerfor Lynchbug Sister City?

Mary: | am very excited aboutthe future of Sister
City in Lynchbug. We have a strong relationshipwith
our sistercity, Rueil-MalmaisonFrance aswell aswith
our prospectivesistercity, GlauchauGermany My goal
in the comingyearis to increaseawarenessf SisterCity
in our communityandgetmorepeopleinvolved.| would
like to seemore involvementby the corporatecommu
nity, aswell. Thereare greatopportunitieshere for im-
ving internationalrelationsand increasingeconomic
velopment. (see Leaders, page 3)

Glauchau Extendsann Vélcome to y¥nchburg Students

by Manfred Mibus and Beth Dunn

Culminating a long
search for a German
Sister City, Manfred

by the American Con
sul in Leipzig to con

sider the city of
. Glauchau. Mibus,
= along with  Bill and

_ Martha Goodman,
April 12The students, with two pareri$sa$e an initial visit in

chaperones, prepare to leave for the fall of 2004.anda
Glauchau from thaehburgirport group from Glauchau

visited Lynchbug in
Summey 2005. Both groupsliked eachotherfrom the be-
ginning, andthe visits culminatedin a studentexchangeo
Glauchau by six studentsfrom E. C. Glassand Heritage.
JohnPaulMalec, Ria Fyffe, MeredithHaskins Karl Speer

DanielHarner and JeremyDunn, alongwith chaperones
Mrs. BethDunnandMrs. LynneMalec,visited Glauchau
from April 12-25. ChaperoneBeth Dunn haswritten a

Mibus was encouragedglowing report of her trip.

OInApril a group of six studentsand two parents
traveledto East Germanyfor a two week visit to our
SisterCity, GlauchauThis lovely town is in the stateof
Saxony | wasoneof the parentsprivilegedto go on that
wonderful trip.

Traveling four hours from Frankfurt to our home
away from home we were interestedin the sites. The
countrysidewaslusciousandgreenwith large wind gen
eratorsalongthe autobahn.Theyappearedssomealien
creaturesirom a sci-fi movie. There were deer stands
quite often,andin thedistancewe could seetherooftops
and steeplesrom the villages we passedsee Students,
page 3).
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Sister City ofynchburg-Plus
Announces Board Changes

The annual election of new board membersand
officerswasheld on June26. New boardmembersare
as follows:

Barbara Batchelder, who movedto Lynchbug in
1992 andis a graduateof Lynchbug College.Barbara
providesindependentomputerconsultingservicesand
is alsoaninstructorat Miller-Motte TechnicalCollege.
Sheis usinghercomputerskills to publishthe newslet
ter and updatethe Sister City website,and will also
serveas Treasurerfor the upcomingyeat Barbarare-
[ marked,Olthink SisterCity is a very worthwhile pur-
suit and am excited to be a part of it.O

Lynn Dodge, a long-time residentof Lynchbug
andDirector of the Departmenbf LibrariesandMuse
uams of the City of Lynchbug. Lynn, an E. C. Glass
graduate,earnedher B.A. in History from Meredith
College and a Mastersin Library Sciencefrom the
University of North Carolinaat ChapelHill. She has
servedin leadershippositionsfor the Virginia Library
Associationand Library of Virginia® Library Services
and TechnologyAct Council. A pastboardmemberof
the Greater Lynchbug Transit Company Lynn was
recognizedas a OVWman of AchievementOby the
YWCA. Sheenjoystravelingandlearningaboutother
cultures.

Steven “Brad” Ferguson, a Lynchbug native
anda 1971 graduateof E. C. GlassHigh School.He
continuedhis educatiorat CentralVirginia Community
College and Virginia Tech. He has been with the
Lynchbug Fire and EMS Departmentfor thirty years
andis the City@ currentFire Chief. Brad saysOlhope
to bring some excitementto Sister City and like to
travel, and hope to help others with trips abroad.O

Dana Wright, a 10-yearemployeewith the City
of Lynchbug, who serves as thi¥outh Planner with

t1

Sister City and The Rotary Club
by Bill Goodman

As we celebrateour 10th Anniversaryof sisterhood
with Rueil-Malmaisonand prepareto welcomevisitors
from our new sister city Glauchau,we want to ac
knowledge one of our major sponsors.

The RotaryClub hasbeensupportiveof SisterCity
from the beginning,contributing$500 or more a year
overthelast10 years.Rotarianshaveprovidedleader
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ship servingas officers and Board membersof Sister
City of Lynchbug-Plus.CurrentboardmembersVar-
jette Glass, Frank Britt, Manfred Mibus, and Bill
Goodmanare all membersof the Lynchbug Rotary
Club as are former board membersKathy Pumphrey
and Dave Bowen. The ever popularRotary fundraiser
CafZ Bon Ami held at the annual KaleidoscopeArt
Show was begun to help Sister City financially

The Lynchbug Rotary Club establisheda Osister
t clubO relationship with the Rotary Club of Rueil-
Malmaison, a relationshipwhich has existedfor ten

years,with visits from Rotariansin both cities. When

Youth and PreventionServices,and also works as a
youth counselorfor a group home. Danareceivedher
undepgraduatedegreein Psychologyfrom Pfeiffer Col-
lege,andcompletecher graduatevork in Counselingat
Liberty University Danasays,Ollook forward to work-
ing with SisterCity andhopefully helpingthe youthin
our community to becomemore aware of other cul-
tures.O

Mari White Smallshaw, our PastPresidentwill be
servingassecretaryfor the upcomingyear Others con
tinuing to serveon the Boardare Frank Britt, Martha
Faesi, Marjette Glass, Pegeen Griessmayer, Tom
Johnson, Hugh Jones, Maryvonne LaParliére, Scott
Robert, andFrancoise Watts.

New Sister City Board Members from left to right: Barbar

Batcheldebana Vight, Brad Ferguson, amhlDodge

OurAppreciation to Past Board Members

The following individuals are leaving the Board,
and we wish to acknowledgeand thank them for their
contributionsto SisterCity: Meg Cosby, who served as
secretarythentreasurerDiane Garber, who waseditor
of the newsletterand treasurer;Christine Kennedy,
vice presidentwho helpedthe boardwith severalOstra
tegic planningsessionsGind, Kathy Pumphrey who
helpedus with fundraising.We would also like to ac
knowledge the contributions of Buddy and Sarah
Martinette. As Lynchbug Fire Chief, Buddy was in-
volved with severalfire fighter exchangesand he and
Sarah, togetheworked on homestays.

the Sister City proclamationwas signedin Rueil in
1996, the Rotary Club there was well representecnd
helped with the expensesof the reception for our
Lynchbug High SchoolString Orchestrawhich partick
patedin the signingat City Hall and performeda mar
velousandwell-receivedconcertin the prestigiousCort
servatoire This Fall we hopeto welcomethe Mayor of
Rueil, Monsieur JacquesOllier, as well as Madame
Louise Baumel, the widow of former mayor Jacques
Baumel, both honorary Rotarians.

The motto of Rotary OServiceAbove SelfOcould
very well bethe motto of SisterCity of Lynchbug-Plus.
PresidentDwight D. Eisenhowerwho launchedSister
City with his Opeople-to-peoplanceptin 1956, de-
scribedthe value of affiliations betweenthe citizens of
cities throughout the world:

OTheSisterCities programis animportantresource
to the negotiationsof governmentsn letting the people
themselvegive expressiorof their commondesirefor
friendship,goodwill and cooperatiorfor a betterworld
for all.O
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Page Three

Any other thoughts you wish to sear

Mary: | believethe opportunityfor indi-
viduals to get to know citizens of another
country not astourists,but asfriends, is ex-
tremelyimportant.Becauseve stayin private
homeswe getto know peopleandtheir ways

Glauchauin 2004, followed by a student of life in a way no ordinary tourist ever can
delegationthis past Spring. We are hoping Bill: We needto continueto do whatwe
the Mayor of Glauchauwwill leada delegation haveso well over the yearsandbuild on our
to Lynchbug this Fall for an official signing. past successes,nvolving the citizens of

Also, we areplanningto hosta groupof high Lynchbug and the surroundingareasin un-

school students from Glauchau who will forgettable international experiences--righ
spend two weeks getting acquaintedwith here in River City and abroad.

Leaders (continued from page one)

Bill: We are in the process of adding
GlauchauGermanyin Saxonyasour second
Europearsistercity. We havehadthreedele
gations from Glauchauto visit Lynchbug,
and a delegation from Lynchbug visited

In Grateful\ppreciation

As we celebrateour tenth anniversaryof
sisterhoodwith Rueil-Malmaison,we would
like to acknowledgethosewho have consis
tently supportedour organizationduring this
time.

Randolph-Macon Woman’s College has
provided meeting spaceas well as reception
halls for social events.In addition,whenvisi-
torscamefrom Rueil-Malmaisonadinnerwas
held at the home of KathleenBowman,then
president of R-MWC.

Lynchbug and its surrounding attractions.
They will havehomestaysandgetto know
Americanand Virginian customsfrom expe

rience, not from books.

Rose Computer continuego hostourweb-
site which allows usto provideinformationto
membersandotheronline visitors aboutSister
City.

We look forwardto a rewardingandsuc
cessful year with our new leaders!

Students (continued from Page 1)

We were
welcomed to
Glauchauwith a
luncheon party;
meeting the stu
dent® host fami-
lies and many of
the people who
would be our
hosts and guides
for the following
days.We wereled awayto restfor the many
activities that would follow

We met many lovely, friendly Germans
who guidedus as we touredthe sites. The
Countand Countessvon
Schoenbuy took us to
their family castles
=== which have becomemu-
seums since the war

| Easter Sunday in Ger

host familyhe Pausers

@ | meaningful. We went
first to a service at the
el | parish Catholic Church,
Count von Schoenb@Rfl then were takenwa-

ter rafting on the Mulde
River, a traditional activity on this holiday
We toured Konigstein Castle and Historic
Dresden.To us, it is unbelievablehow much
of this bombedcity has beenrebuilt since
reunification. The studentsvisited a private
schooloneday, atechnicalschool/collegeon
anotherand participatedin classesn the lo-
cal high schoolon yet anotherday. The mu-
seumsand historic visits were numerousand
the hostfamilies took studentsto visit other
citiesandsiteson their own. SeveralGerman
studentgoined our activitiesfor the duration
of our time.

We were guestsat a meetingwith the
Rotary Club and had a tour of the Volks-

Karl Speer (lower left) with hiso recyclables,to time. Our food was so

many was especially |

wagen Factory a major industry One
memorablemeetingtook placein the coun

cil chamberswith the Mayor of Glauchau
and our US ConsulateMark Wenig who

traveledfrom Leipzingto meetour students.
The Lions Club met with the studentsand
treated them to a night of bowling.

We wereableto experiencdor ourselves
how life in Germanydiffers from herein
Lynchbug. Very little is wasted;from food,

they were
ruled by the
Soviet gov-
ernment. The
streets and
many of the
buildings are
much older
thanour court .
try. Some of Three a.m.: leaving to return home
thosewe met told us their storiesand shared
how they have perseveredWe learnedmuch
about their way of life and realized that we
take many of our liberties for grantedherein
America.

Only by enteringtheir culture and making
friends and experiencinglife with our new
friends could we learnaswe did. The German
studentsve metare anxiousto visit us herein
Lynchbug andlive in our culture and experit
encelife aswe know it. Their exchangevisit is
scheduledor Fall 2006.We canlearnsomuch
from each othe®

We look forward to this Fall whenwe ex-
pect to receive the Mayor of Glauchauand
recognizeour new sistercity with an official
public signing ceremony and celebration.

(Thanksto Karl Speerand Bill Goodman
for providing the photos for this article.)

fresh.The meatcamefrom thelocal butcher
androlls from the bakery Most of the st
dentsride their bikesasa meansof transpor
tation, and light rain does not deter most
outdoor activities. We would love to know
how many miles we walked.As one of our
- NeW friends
| said, OGermany
is a fitness
club!O The
homes were
built side-by-
side lining the
narrow  streets
M adorned  with
VisitindAmerika, a mining tOYUVer flower
boxes. Most of the buildings were refur-
bished and paintedin pleasingcolors, al-
thoughthey shareda commonstyle of tile

roof. Below: ynchburg students visit natural
. history museum with their new friends
As | reflect on the experiencesof my
time in Germany | havetrouble putting my ! : ;

—
LeftAvisit to Dresdner Zwinger
™ palace built in IfbrAugustus II,
_| now a museum

thoughtsinto words.We visited amongpec
encedtragic timesin
their history; some oA A

0 | i = 1
and now living once P " .
againin the East,or i v WE R E ¥

A w s ¥

lived through the v
Oformer timesO as .
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Upcoming Events
Board of Directors Meeting - September 18 Rueil Delegation tasit Lynchburg
(Randolph-Macondman®©College) October 20th - 24th
. SisterCityof Lynchburg-Plugillbe welcoming delegationf 13 visitors
Glauchau Student Delegathmiving October 8 fromRueil-MalmaistmatwillincludeM. BernardChevallieDirecteudu

Adelegation of 12 high school students and two teachers is comiffi‘ggeNationatiu Chateaule MalmaisoandConservate@eneratiu
Lynchburg for a two-week visit. During théiestaydents will attend I?atrlmonl_@,ndMmel_ou|seBaum_ewa_eofthela_temayorSeveraactlv-l
school and live with local host families. tiesarebeingplannedsomeof whichwillbe for SisteiCitymembersnly
so if youOre not a memébeshe time to join or renew your membershi

Lynchburg Making Plans to Host Glauchau Mayor

We are making plans to host the mayor of our newest sister city CM%(NQ@,G(OM Help!

Germanyand will celebrate with ficiafpublic signing ceremdates  \We areseekingndividualisiteresteih helpingo planandorganiz¢hese

are still being worked out, but the visit should take place next yeagventslf you,orsomeongouknowareinteresteth beinga partofthese
exciting exchanges please contact Mary Babbitt at 384-09590r
mcpbab@yahoo.com or Bill Goodman at 384-1937 or
wmgoodmanl@adelphia.net

YES! IME WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF LYNCHBURG SISTER CITY-PLUS!

Enclosed is my TAX-DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION. Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
(Corporate) $2,000, $500, or $250 ! (Patron) $100 ! (Family) $35Q  (Individual) $25 Q  (Student) $15Q  Please renew my membership O

Name: Telephone:

Address:

Would you like to receive the Sister City newsletter by: O E-mail O Postal Mail 0 Both  E-mail:

Sister City of Lynchburg-Plus | would be interested in helping with the following committee(s):
Barbara Batchelder, Treasurer Q Arts & Exchange QO Public Relations ! Fund Raising ! Schools/Education Q0 Exchanges
PO Box 3104 4 Sports ! Internships ' Youth Programs ~ (Q Hospitality U Business

Lynchburg VA 24503 O Membership O Homestay ! Interpreters I

l Please make check payable to: | aminterested in:  Qltaly QO Fance ! Germany U Cther
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